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Manhattan GMAT : Integrated Reasoning and Essay GMAT Strategy Guide (Manhattan GMAT Instructional, 
Guide 9)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Integrated 
Reasoning and Essay GMAT Strategy Guide (Manhattan GMAT Instructional, Guide 9): 

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Helpful but not that helpfulBy GabeThis book is suppose to do a 
number of things according to its covers:1. "Illuminates the Two Initial sections of the GMAT"2. "Teaches Effective 
Strategies for the New IR Section."3. "Enables Optimal Performance on the Argument Essay"4*. This book is also 
"Updated for The Official Guide for GMAT Review 13th Edition"(*I am sure some of you are wondering why #4 is 
relevant. I will get to that point in a bit.)5. "Includes 6 Free Online Exams"To rate this book, I will explain whether 
this book delivers the above 5 promises on the cover.IR section:Long story short, this book does indeed provides 
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comprehensive overview of IR section.So item #1 on the cover is true.At first, I thought it was organized little bit 
weird because this book breaks down the problem types into two types (IR quant and IR verbal) instead of the actual 
problem types (table, graphs, etc).However, this approach works and helped me understand what these problems are 
about.On the flip side, I didn't feel that the "strategy" in the book was very good.Below is the strategy of the book:1. 
Understand the prompt2. Understand the question3. Plan your approach4. Solve the problemI mean, come on. I don't 
need to buy a book to know this "4 step approach".I was hoping to get some tips on how to get through the problem 
quickly because I kept running out of time during practice test.This book didn't really help in that regard.So item #2 
was not true for me.Essay section:Again, this book provides comprehensive overview of essay section as it did for IR 
section.So item #1 on the cover is true.It also gives you insight on how essays are graded and how you can improve 
your essay score.This really helped me figure out the right writing style to use for essay section.Essay section is not 
like Verbal and Quant section where you can check the score after taking a practice test.There is really no way to 
know how well you are doing with Essay section unless you buy the essay grading software from MBA.com.I was 
rather nervous about essay section but this book provided some good insight and that was very helpful.So I would say 
item #3 on the cover is true.Now, do you remember item #4 on the cover?4*. This book is also "Updated for The 
Official Guide for GMAT Review 13th Edition"When you read through the essay section of this book, this book 
basically advertises "The Official Guide for GMAT Review 13th Edition". It literally tells you to go to Chapter 11 of 
"The Official Guide for GMAT Review 13th Edition".Why the hell do I need to buy another book to use this book? 
Why isn't this book a standalone product?I wouldn't say this is a bait-and-switch but it is kind of like a bait-and-
switch.So item #4 on the cover is true but in a bad way.Misc:Now to one of the best part of this book, item #5 on the 
cover.5. "Includes 6 Free Online Exams"When studying for GMAT, I realized that it is very important to build mental 
stamina, to familiarize myself with the GMAT problems and to train myself to work under time pressure.When I was 
studying, I did as many practice exams as possible.Manhattan GMAT website provides 6 practice tests (1 free + 5 
paid) that are invaluable to test takers.I found these tests rather difficult but it was really helpful because the actual 
GMAT was easy compared to the practice test.Also, note that this book is much cheaper than the full version of the 
book but provides the same access to practice tests.In conclusion, I gave this book 3 start because it only delivers 3 out 
5 promises on the cover.1. "Illuminates the Two Initial sections of the GMAT" - Good. This book provides 
comprehensive over view of IR and essay sections.2. "Teaches Effective Strategies for the New IR Section." - Bad. 
Strategy in this book is basically pointing out the obvious and was not helpful3. "Enables Optimal Performance on the 
Argument Essay" - Good. Explains how essays are graded and how to improve the score.4*. This book is also 
"Updated for The Official Guide for GMAT Review 13th Edition" - Bad. This book basically advertises the full 
version of the book.5. "Includes 6 Free Online Exams" - Good. Extra practice test for cheaper price.1 of 1 people 
found the following review helpful. So-so resourceBy S. BarnesI was really disappointed in this book. It barely tells 
you any strategies for the questions other than read the question and use the skills you learned from quant and verbal. 
And there are no practice problems, just a few examples. There are some practice essay prompts, but they basically tell 
you if English is your first language and you write well you don't need to worry about the essay because most B-
schools won't even read essays that score a 4 or better. The only good thing about purchasing this book was access to 
the "six" practice exams. I put six in quotation marks because one of the free tests is available to everyone without 
buying anything, and I had already taken it before buying this book. It is not a full exam and does not include IR or 
essay practice. So really you get 5 full length practice exams by buying something from Manhattan. HOWEVER if 
you buy any of the other Manhattan books you also get these tests- they only have 5 tests total available with the same 
questions no matter how many books you buy. I am glad I have access to more practice tests but this is a really weak 
resource. If you want a much better explanation of IR with strategies for the section, targeted strategies for each 
question type and lots of practice problems check out Cracking the New GMAT 2013. I got it from my library for 
free.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. It is a good book, but a little too pricey for me due to delivery 
cost.By SvetThe good thing is that the book actually relaxes you about the IR section. Shows you how to look beyond 
the questions. Some of the strategies are helpful and when I started reading them I actually developed some on my 
own. There isn't much to practice on in the book but they do give you a special code in the end page for 6 full-length 
computer adaptive exams which are very useful considering how hard it is to find full exams. But what the book did 
for me is that it taught me how to overcome the panic and annoyance with the IR questions. I actually started to enjoy 
them and appreciate their trickiness. The Writing Strategy Section was ok, it points out the things that you should bear 
in mind to get a high grade. In general, I am very happy with the Manhattan books, they have helped a lot! Especially 
with Math so I would recommend them all, including this one.

Considered the gold-standard in GMAT test prep, Manhattan GMATs ten strategy guides are the first books on the 
market to be aligned with the GMAC Official Guide, 2015 and 13th Editions. Fully updated and revised to deal with 
recent changes to the GMAT, they were designed with a content-based approach. These books offer a competitive 
edge for those students looking to score in the top percentiles.The Integrated Reasoning and Essay Guide demystifies 
the brand-new Integrated Reasoning section, which demands a blend of mathematical and verbal proficiency. This 



book equips students with the core strategies and tools for tackling difficult Integrated Reasoning questions. It also 
provides effective techniques for approaching the essay portion of the GMAT. Unlike other guides that attempt to 
convey everything in a single tome, the Integrated Reasoning and Essay Strategy Guide is designed to provide deep, 
focused coverage of one specialized area tested on the GMAT. As a result, students benefit from thorough and 
comprehensive subject material, clear explanations of fundamental principles, and step-by-step instructions of 
important techniques. In-action practice problems and detailed answer explanations challenge the student, while 
topical sets of Official Guide problems provide the opportunity for further growth. Used by itself or with other 
Manhattan GMAT Strategy Guides, the Integrated Reasoning and Essay Guide will help students develop all the 
knowledge, skills, and strategic thinking necessary for success on the GMAT. Purchase of this book includes one year 
of access to Manhattan GMATs online computer-adaptive practice exams and Integrated Reasoning and Essay 
Question Bank. All of Manhattan Preps GMAT Strategy Guides are aligned with both the 2015 Edition and 13th 
Edition GMAC Official Guide.

From the AuthorChapter by Chapter1. Introduction to Integrated Reasoning2. IR Quant3. IR Verbal4. IR Preparation 
and 5. The Argument EssayAbout the AuthorIn the last decade, Manhattan GMAT has grown from a single, dedicated 
tutor to a major test prep company with locations across the US and internationally. Our philosophy is simple: We aim 
to help students achieve their goals by providing the best curriculum and the highest-quality instructors in the industry. 
Manhattan GMAT hires fewer than 1 in 10 qualified applicants for its teaching positions, ensuring every instructor has 
years of experience and a 99th percentile score. So you can trust our books are developed by the very best. 


