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Susan C. Shelmerdine : Introduction to Latin  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Introduction to Latin: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. but my professor doesn't seem to like the book very muchBy 
CustomerThe book's quality is as new and came on time, but my professor doesn't seem to like the book very much.It 
has a slightly out-of-date vocabulary like missing entries for certain vocab words, although only a few words in every 
10 chapters have this problem.It also has a strange means of introducing prepositions and adverbs, as well as 3rd 
declension I-Stem nouns. My professor clarified the latter, while I've written a list of adverbs and prepositions that are 
scattered around the chapters.Also, this book lacks an exhaustive list of syntaxes (the purpose of a word) for its cases. 
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Again, my professor verbally provides this.This may be a critique against the author, but otherwise the book is great 
and is a good idea to order on .12 of 14 people found the following review helpful. Succinct, if a bit dense.By Nicholas 
RossiUsed for an introductory college course. Points are made with minimal language, imparts information efficiently. 
Vocab lists at the end of chapters, back of book, inside chapters. I've only been using this book a short time, but I've 
noticed a lack of frustration I usually develop with foreign language books. It covers a lot of information in relatively 
few pages, keeps the book lighter and the readings shorter, but, allowing for individual preference, could be a 
drawback.The Reviewer: English speaker, 2 years each German and Mandarin courses, so some foreign language 
experience, but not fluent in either; bibliophilic tendencies1 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Great.By 
AlexisGreat book for beginners. Moves somewhat quickly but is manageable.

Introduction to Latin, Second Edition is an introductory Latin textbook designed with a streamlined flow that allows it 
to be completed in one year. Its concise and uncluttered approach gives students what they need to master the material. 
Grammar is integrated within the context of reading fluency. Innovative exercises provide translation practice as well 
as build instinctive skills that prepare students for reading authentic Latin works.Features: Concise, streamlined 
presentation focuses on what students need to know, allowing the material to be covered in a year, even for courses 
which meet only three days a week Innovative exercises that go beyond the usual translation practice, engaging 
students with the mechanisms of the language and developing more instinctive skills Succinct grammatical 
explanations that dont overwhelm the students with superfluous detail while also providing help for students with little 
or no understanding of English grammar Latin readings from ancient sources in the form of both sentences and short 
passages allow for students to connect with authentic Latin Practical instructions often overlooked by other textbooks, 
including reading a dictionary entry, reading strategies, sentence patterns, gapping, and expectations New to the 
Second Edition

Shelmerdine has greatly improved an already excellent book. . . . I have always liked the way she explains concepts, 
such as sentence patterns, subordinate clauses, correlating conjunctions, etc., that other books take for granted; or to 
put it another way, the book discusses the structure of the Latin sentence as a whole before breaking it down into its 
individual parts allowing the students (and the teachers!) to really understand how the Romans put words together. 
Thomas Kohn, Wayne State University 


