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AJALT : Japanesefor Busy Peoplell: Revised 3rd Edition (Japanese for Busy People Series) before purchasing
it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Japanese for Busy People |1: Revised 3rd
Edition (Japanese for Busy People Series):

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Super disappointed, guys.By AliceThis textbook was definitely not
written by the same people as the authors of Japanese For Busy People |. That volume was great, while this one was a
major disappointment for the following reasons.- Disorganization: JFBP |1 piles on a substantial list of new vocabulary
at the END of each lesson, rather than the beginning. As aresult the new words are not used in the lesson at al, or
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even the next immediate lesson. Y ou will find one or two of those words randomly called upon in some later |esson.
Furthermore, these vocabulary lists don't have any relation to the "themes' or "scenarios' of the lessons in which they
are introduced.- Inconsistency: JFBP | failsto define all the new vocabulary. For some reason, they skip one out of
every handful of words despite the fact that the reader has not encountered those words in this series before. To clarify,
when they are defining all the new words at the bottom of the page, they'll leave some out for no reason. On top of
this, they will introduce kanji and then fail to useit later on, resorting back to the hirigana.- Low Value: JFBP |
contains much fewer exercises, no doubt because they expect you to make an additional purchase of their workbook,
an additional $18.- Misprint: Granted, this may not be the case for all copies, but the books my teacher and | received
had a misprint in them where lines of text were completely missing. These were not "fill-in-the-blank type" exercises,
although we treated them as such, because sometimes words were cut-off halfway through.6 of 6 people found the
following review helpful. An mixed improvement over the 2nd editionBy William E. IvesPerhapsiit's history with this
set of books, but | kinda preferred the prior edition of this book. They've definitely gone through a major revision here
though which is good to see for such a useful series. | purchased this for aquick review reference (my 2nd edition
copy isvery well worn :-)). It includes the CD which isaplus. The lesson flow is nice as are the vocabulary listings
(now at the bottom of each section) but the grammar points seem convoluted compared to the prior edition. Overall, |
recommend this and the other books in this series -- stay with the Kana versions though.1 of 1 people found the
following review helpful. ChalengingBy J. S. Hiderl have the Kanaversion. Romgji is hot used. All words are
defined in English. Naratives are in Kana and Kanji. Kanji the first few times are explained in Kana. Many proper
nouns, if not al, are in Kanji. The Exercises often use vocabulary from the first book, so if you haven't memorized this
earlier Vocabulary, one can waste time looking for definitions. This takes away from the learning process. | would
prefer the glossery include the prior Book(s) vocabulary (that is, book 11 including both glosseries | and 11, combined.
The subject matter is sufficiently diverse. At timesin the exercises they include aword that is simular to onein the
story but may not unrelated to the story. A learning plus. It is quite a challenge to read 3 foreign sylabets, learn new
vocabulary, and new grammar. A good teacher can make the difference.

Volume | dealt with "survival Japanese" for tourists and other short-term travel ers and newcomers to Japan. VVolume
I, meanwhile, turns to the basics of Japanese syntax. The book is by no means only about grammar, however. Rather,
it is designed to help learners consolidate their understanding of syntactical structure through lessons that focus on
how to talk about topics relevant to daily life. In addition to serving learners continuing from Volume I, Volume 11 will
benefit those who have aready studied beginning Japanese to some extent but wish to brush up on syntax.Mgjor
Features of Japanese for Busy People |1, Revised 3rd EditionJapanese for Busy People I, Revised 3rd Edition will
enable learners to progress smoothly through the equivalent of the latter half of atypical first-year Japanese course
while gradually building speaking and listening skills.L earners approaching mid-beginner status often find themselves
suddenly faced with syntax and vocabulary much more complex than what they have studied before. Such grammar
and vocabulary do not appear as frequently in everyday conversation as those words and structures they have learned
up to this point, necessitating that they spend ample time on review. Moreover, learners at this stage are expected to
become familiar with verb tense and aspect, time expressions, conditional clauses, and other topics that require them to
have a solid grasp of context and speaker intent if they areto fully understand the differences in meaning conveyed by
each. Such points cannot be mastered by reading through grammatical explanations alone. In short, the mid-beginner
level isadifficult one for many adult learners who, unlike students in school, have neither time nor opportunities to
take repeated tests or to otherwise gauge their progress.Japanese for Busy People 11, Revised 3rd Edition helps
overcome the above obstacles through grammar and content topics carefully selected to be appropriate to learners at
thislevel of Japanese proficiency. The book is designed so that by practicing talking about each topic, learners will
gradually and effectively acquire sentence patterns and vocabulary related to that topic. Like Volume |, Volumelll is
organized into several large units, each covering topics grouped under a particular theme. In this way, the book
enables learners to achieve awell-balanced understanding of grammar, sentence structure, and context. Themes and
lesson objectives of the five unitsin Volume |1 are as follows.Unit 1: Souvenir ShoppingFollowing up on Volumel,
Unit 1 presents survival Japanese related to shopping, thus providing learners with athorough review of simple
clauses. The unit also goes beyond what was covered in Volume | by showing ways of asking someones opinion while
shopping, making comparisons between items, and describing an items characteristics. The overall themeis"picking
souvenirs," asubject that should be relevant to learners both in Japan and abroad. The verbal skills and dialogue
patterns studied here may be applied not only to shopping but also more broadly to any situation that involves
choosing between options.Unit 2: Building Rapport with ColleaguesThis unit introduces the plain forms of verbs a
crucial component of Japanese compound sentences along with several sentence-final elements that make use of these
forms. Topics are selected from among those that typically come up when interacting with people from work. Covered
are constructions for indicating interest in anothers actions, inviting someone to do something outside of work, asking
for help or offering advice, and otherwise interacting with people in ways that help build relationships of trust and
understanding.Unit 3: Returning to Japan for WorkThis unit explains how to build sentences using temporal clauses,



direct and indirect quotation, and attributive modifiers. Through talking about factual eventsin oneslife history or in
that of a particular neighborhood, learners will study how to relate an event in chronological sequence, compare the
way something is nhow to how it wasin the past, and describe facilities and other things around them.Unit 4: Planning
a VacationAlong with sentences with clauses for stating reasons or reporting questions, this unit covers sentence-final
elements used to express indefiniteness, for example wish or probability. Topics deal with verbal skills necessary for
planning and carrying out activities in cooperation with others, including explaining reasons or circumstances,
expressing probability, and indicating desire. The overall theme isthat of planning and going on atrip to a unique
place in Japan.Unit 5: Solving ProblemsThe focus of this unit is on forming conditional clauses. Topicsinclude
preparing for earthquakes or other disasters, discussing dreams for the future, solving problems, helping someone who
islost, and other situations that call on learners to talk about what might happen in the future, discuss options for
solving problems, and give instructions or explain steps for doing something.

Language NotesText: English, Japanese (trandation)About the AuthorThe Association of Japanese-Language
Teaching (AJALT) was established to meet the practical needs of people who are not necessarily specialistsin
Japanese but who wish to communicate effectively. The AJALT was recognized as a nonprofit organization by the
Ministry of Education in 1977.



