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Kaplan : Kaplan GMAT 2003 with CD-ROM (Kaplan GMAT Premier Program (w/CD))  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Kaplan GMAT 2003 with CD-ROM (Kaplan 
GMAT Premier Program (w/CD)): 

64 of 64 people found the following review helpful. Useless tests... makes it an almost useless bookBy A CustomerLet 
me start by saying that of all the books you should buy in order to best prepare yourself for the GMAT, this book by 
Kaplan should *not* be one of them.Instead, buy "The Insider's Guide to the GMAT CAT" to learn all the skills and 
tricks. Then buy the "Official Guide to the GMAT" for more practice problems. Combine these two books, possibly 
also with the "Kaplan GMAT Exam Verbal Workbook" by Ingrid Multhopp, and the free PowerPrep software you can 
download from the actual testing folks and you'll be good to go.Now let me explain why I think you *shouldn't* by 
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this book: simply put, the questions in Kaplan's quantitative tests are not representative of what you will face on the 
actual GMAT, nor are the scores Kaplan gives you representative of what you can/will achieve on the real deal. 
Consequently, the Kaplan CD tests act as confidence deflators, and that's the last thing you need coming into such an 
important test as the GMAT.Kaplan clearly stacks the decks with relatively harder questions so as to scare you into 
believing that you'll be in a world of hurt come GMAT test day.... unless, of course, you seek out "real" test prep 
services. And wouldn't you know it, Kaplan is in that business and they'd be more than happy to help you.... for a 
price. A price of some $.I read the reviews for this book before I bought it and thought to myself, "how hard can the 
questions be?... it's just arithmetic, algebra, and geometry... perhaps having harder questions will better prepare me." 
Not so. They actually hurt you. Now by "hard" I don't mean the math itself is difficult; instead, it's the amount of math 
you have to do to get a solution combined with the effort it takes to get the root information out of the actual question 
which makes it hard. If you weren't timed for the questions they'd be easy, but with a limit of some 90s per question 
you can dig yourself a time deficit really fast on Kaplan's tests.If the real GMAT isn't like that, why practice like that? 
Remember, realistically you only have one shot at the GMAT... do what is logical to best prepare for it.I ended up 
getting a 710 on the actual test. This jived perfectly with the PowerPrep software provided by the GMAT folks and 
was just 20 points off the scores I was getting from the Official Guide and the Insider's Guide. It was 80 points away 
from the Kaplan tests. You do the math.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Harder than the actual test. 
Ok as an additional ...By C. KatsogiannosHarder than the actual test. Ok as an additional resource but prefer Princeton 
Review and Official GMAT book over this. If you can buy only one go for Princeton.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. As expectedBy Luciano RodriguezAs expected.

From Kaplan - the creators of the no.1 GMAT (Graduate Management Admissions Test) course - two comprehensive 
guides for the many busy business school applicants who wish to prepare independently for this important exam. Last 
year, nearly 200,000 M.B.A. aspirants took the GMAT annually to gain admission to business school, an increase of 
more than 7 percent from the previous year. This year, even more are expected to take the GMAT to make temselves 
more competitive in the job marketplace. Special features for Kaplan GMAT 2003 with CD-ROM include: Hundreds 
of realistic practice questions; Four sample GMAT CATs (Computer Adamptive Tests); A CD-ROM with interactive 
lessons, practice questions, a personalised study plan, and more; Since 1997, when the GMAT became available 
exclusively on computer, Kaplan has offered innovative computer-adaptive test-taking strategies.


