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Oliver Trager : Keys to the Rain: The Definitive Bob Dylan Encyclopedia  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Keys to the Rain: The Definitive Bob Dylan Encyclopedia: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Nothing Is DefinitiveBy L. BullockI'm leery of "definitive" books on 
as changing an artist as Dylan. As with the famous "other" Big Black Dylan Book, this is good for killing a bit of time, 
digging up a few obscure artists and the like. I wouldn't buy this book again, though I might sell it. Not 
recommended.0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. very pleased!By Kassandra JenkinsThe shipping was 
timely and the product was in great condition. I will definitely use in the future.12 of 13 people found the following 
review helpful. Entertaining, informative, but not definitive yetBy Brian W. FairbanksOliver Trager's "Keys To The 
Rain" is far from the "definitive" Bob Dylan Encyclopedia. As another reader notes, there are errors including some he 
didn't mention that I'll add here: The original September 1974 New York recording of "If You See Her, Say Hello," re-
recorded in Minneapolis for its release on "Blood On The Tracks," was not included on "Biograph" (Trager may be 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0823079740


confusing it with "You're A Big Girl Now"), but on "The Bootleg Series, Volume 1-3." Trager also claims Dylan's 
1984 "Real Live" failed to make the charts. Not so. It failed to make the top 100, but it did have a brief, albeit dim, 
blaze of glory in the Billboard Top 200. There are other errors, most of them fairly minor, but their cumulative effect 
makes one question Trager's reliability too often.Despite the faults, this is still an entertaining and informative read 
with lots of background on the recordings and, more significantly, the songs, including those that Dylan only 
performed in concert. Yes, it is reasonable to argue that it wasn't necessary to provide two pages on the careers of 
Johnny Mercer and Henry Mancini simply because Dylan covered their legendary "Moon River" at a handful of 
concerts (and if other sources are correct, Dylan only performed it once upon hearing of the death of Stevie Ray 
Vaughan). But I find these facts to be the main appeal of Trager's book. There are similar biographical details provided 
for everyone from Mel Tillis (whose "Detroit City" is another hit and run cover from the Never Ending Tour) and 
Charles Gates Dawes, vice president to Calvin Coolidge and co-author of "It's All In The Game," another chestnut 
Dylan dug out two decades ago in concert. And, of course, there are pages on less surprising figures, including Woody 
Guthrie, Blind Willie McTell, Johnny Cash, and Leonard Cohen. The result is that this book is almost a mini-history 
of popular music as much as it is about Dylan, but I find it contributes to a greater appreciation for Dylan's impressive 
range of musical styles and influences. On the other hand, a ridiculous amount of space is given to a biography of 
Catfish Hunter, the baseball player who was the subject of the most inconsequential outtake from the 1976 "Desire" 
album.Trager's unpretentious style is refreshing, though, especially in contrast to those who write about Dylan and his 
songs as though the man was already dead and buried instead of alive, kicking, and as brilliant as ever.Hopefully, 
Trager or someone at the publisher's office will pay attention to the complaints provided by the readers, and eliminate 
the errors in future editions. With a little work, Trager's book may one day live up to its title. It's still worthwhile 
overall, but Clinton Heylin would have gotten more of the facts straight.Brian W. Fairbanks

The most encyclopedic sourcebook on one of the 20th century's most important artists, Keys to the Rain: The 
Definitive Bob Dylan Encyclopedia completely chronicles this music icon's recorded work. Discussions of all of his 
officially released albums and collaborative efforts, including year of release, record company, serial number 
information for all formats (LP, CD, and cassette), track list, musicians, and descriptive analysis of its place in Dylan's 
career are provided. In addition, it offers critical and historically detailed entries on each of the songs that Dylan has 
recorded or performed in more than four decades of touring, including composer information, and the album on which 
the song appeared. Completing this reference are detailed biographical sketches of more than 100 musicians, 
songwriters, and other individuals associated with Dylan, and a selected list of films in which he has been involved.


