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Benny Lewis : Language Hacking French : A Conversation Course for Beginners  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Language Hacking French : A Conversation Course for 
Beginners: 

16 of 17 people found the following review helpful. Practical, fun approach to learn French in order to speak itBy 
Justine KIve been a fan of Benny Lewis approach to learning language for some time, so was glad to see him issue 
language-specific guides. Benny takes a very different approach from how schools teach languages. My school French 
courses emphasized grammar, vocabulary that wasnt what Id use in most of my conversations, and getting things right 
all the time. If you follow this approach, youll end up being able to read and write French (eventually), but good luck 
having a conversation with anyone, even after years of study.Benny instead focuses on speaking from day one, 
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regardless of how many mistakes you make, and using words and dialogue relevant to you. The course presents a lot 
of materials in the context of real-life scenarios, and makes you construct your own dialogues using not only words in 
the course but also words you look up that you would need for your own conversations.The book is well laid out, with 
each unit containing a wide mix of material, including transcripts of the audios, helpful grammar hints, pronunciation 
hints, and exercises. I found some of the pronunciation hints particularly helpful, alerting me to nuances I had missed 
in other courses Ive taken. The pictures, color and font make the book seem inviting and friendly, not a scary language 
textbook. You dont get bored doing this work! You can listen to the related audio on an app you download to your 
phone. Once youre downloaded the apps files, you dont need an Internet connection to listen, so you can use it when 
traveling, for example.The scariest part of the course is recording and uploading videos of yourself speaking French. I 
didnt like this at first, but in retrospect it was an enormous help. By listening to recordings of myself, I could better 
understand what I really sounded like and what I need to work on (in my case, my accent). That revelation alone made 
the course worthwhile.Full disclosure: (1) I was part of a group that tested a beta version of the course. The final 
version is even better, as the book beats using printouts. (2) I am not a complete beginner, having done some other 
French study (even since my long gone school days). But its a testament to the quality of this course that in its early 
units I learned some things I didnt already know.So if you want to learn French to be able to speak it, instead of just 
dazzle people with your perfect verb conjugations, Bennys course is a great way to go about it.6 of 6 people found the 
following review helpful. Best Beginner's WorkbookBy OakleafI've had an interest in languages for quite some time. 
I'm fairly fluent in Spanish, so I've gone through the language learning process before. Boy is this book helpful at 
learning FAST. Benny really teaches you the essentials. He streamlines the language into "chunks," meaning that you 
may not understand a direct, word for word translation, but you understand what a phrase means. It really makes the 
language clearer and more streamlined.What you have to understand is that learning a new language is not hard, it just 
takes patience, persistence, and hard work. Particularly with this book, all you have to do is commit yourself to 
speaking and going through it and you'll learn how to actually speak at an intermediate-advanced level.Also, if it's 
your first time learning a new language, I would also pick up a dictionary (or use a free online one), a grammar 
handbook--Benny gives you lots of grammar explanations, but further/different explanations are helpful--and a Lonely 
Planet French Phrasebook. The phrasebook will help advancing your French after you finish Benny's book. On his 
blog, Benny has always recommended the Lonely Planet ones, and I couldn't agree more.My only complaint is that the 
format of the book could be a tad better at times. Lines can be too short for long practice sentences or are too close to 
the paperback binding--making it difficult to write. Minor problems.11 of 12 people found the following review 
helpful. Love the material, hate the app restrictionBy JDThe material is excellent, I love the way you are guided to 
personalize everything you learn. However, I hate that youcan only access the audio through an app. I would gladly 
pay more to have access to CDs or mp3s that I can download directly into my computer. The dialogues and essential 
phrases are great. However, I would prefer to edit out the English introductions and instructions at the beginning of 
every track as I find it distracting to have to listen to it every time I want to listen to the dialogues. It also prevents me 
from "shadowing" the material effectively.

Crack the Code and Get Fluent Faster!'Ten years ago, Lewis spoke only English. But constant travel, along with a 
buoyant attitude, has unmasked the polyglot within.'-National Geographic #LanguageHacking is a state of mind. It's 
about ditching excuses, using shortcuts and taking risks. It's about learning what's indispensable, skipping what's not - 
and most importantly speaking from day one! How's it different?Unlike traditional language courses that are organized 
by level of difficulty, #LanguageHacking French focuses on the language and conversations you need to master so you 
can start speaking immediately, not after years of study.Key features- 10 'mission-based' units that build up to an easy-
to-achieve speaking goal- 10 simple and effective 'language hacks' to exponentially boost fluency- 28 model 
conversations and hundreds of the most frequent and useful 'power phrases' - Clever strategies that show how even a 
limited vocabulary can be put to good use- Free downloadable audio and extra hacker resourcesFree access to the 
#LanguageHacking community, custom created by italki, a ground-breaking website that makes it possible to learn a 
new language without going abroad.

"Benny was fantastic. He lived up to everything. He had the students asking question after question. We had over 100 
students packed in the auditorium. Considering we were up against another event on campus, that is pretty awesome. 
His intro video was great, his presentation was spot on. We appreciated him spreading the word to travel on our 
programs, but getting the students engaged to travel anywhere in the world."Lock Haven UniversityTen years ago, 
Lewis spoke only English. But constant travel, along with a buoyant attitude, has unmasked the polyglot 
within.National GeographicOur conference was by far Poland's most successful one yet, an accomplishment owing in 
large part to the enthusiasm, inspiration, and knowledge brought to the stage by Mr. Lewis.TedX WarsawLewis' focus 
on the benefit to business of multilingual language ability is striking a resonant chord.ForbesInspiring and epic words. 
Everyone left that speech with a new sense of purpose for not just learning, but living a new language.TrivagoBenny 
Lewis is the Eckhart Tolle of language learning.The Guardian....a polyglot viral sensation... eager to show people that 



the best way to learn is by conversing.MSNAbout the AuthorIrish native Benny Lewis speaks over ten languages - all 
self-taught. In 2003, he spoke only one language: English. After university, he moved to Spain and was soon frustrated 
that he could not speak Spanish after six months of studying. So he decided to abandon traditional learning approaches 
and just start speaking - and everything changed. Today Benny is known as The Irish Polyglot and speaks Mandarin 
Chinese, Arabic, French, German, Spanish, Italian, Portuguese, and Hungarian. He is the author of the bestselling 
book on language learning, Fluent in 3 months. He also runs the largest language learning blog in the world, 
www.fluentin3months.com, where he breaks down the language learning process for busy people. Lewis is a full-time 
'language hacker', and devotes his time to finding better, faster, and more efficient ways to learn languages. For the 
first time, he has applied his methods to helping people learn specific languages in his new Language Hacking series. 


