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Peter Barber : London: A History in Maps (London Topographical Society Publication)  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised London: A History in Maps (London 
Topographical Society Publication): 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. A must-have for map loversBy Lady WesleyThis is a beautiful book; 
highly recommended for lovers of history and maps. Yes, some of the maps require a magnifying glass, but that is also 
true of other large-size map books in my collection. I love reading history, and seeing where events were happening.1 
of 1 people found the following review helpful. Touring Old LondonBy Judith GebauerA wonderful resource for 
writers and historians. This comprehensive study of London from when it was a lot of fields to its central position in 
the world is worth every penny.9 of 12 people found the following review helpful. DisappointmentBy AnnaMaudeHad 
to return this book. I was so excited to order it, but found the maps unreadable. They were so faint and so reduced in 
size that only a magnifying glass would do.And, I expected maps showing the growth of London and found that the 
arrangement of the subjects and types of maps unsuitable to my purpose. I'm not sure what the editors had in mind in 
printing such poor maps.

Over the past 2000 years, London has developed from a small town, fitting snugly within its walls, into one of the 
world's largest and most dynamic cities. London: A History in Maps illustrates and helps to explain the transformation 
using over 400 examples of maps. Side-by-side with the great, semi-official, but sanitized images of the whole city, 
there are the more utilitarian maps and plans of the partsactual and envisagedwhich perhaps present more than 
topographical records. They all have something unique to say about the time when they were created. Peter Barber's 
book reveals the "inside story" behind one of the world's greatest cities.
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[E]ndlessly absorbing. . . . [A] skillful balance between the citys shape-shifting actuality and the various fantasies, 
cherished by everybody from Christopher Wren to the Luftwaffe, of what the place, with a few crucial tweaks, might 
become. 


