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Mahmoud Gaafar : Mastering Arabic 1 with 2 Audio CDs, Third Edition  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Mastering Arabic 1 with 2 Audio CDs, Third Edition: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Trust me, this is the book to get as a beginning learner.By Sara 
Marie B.If you're unsure, just do it. It's well worth it. For most people, starting off with Modern Standard Arabic is the 
way to go (even if your Egyptian dialect speaking friend keeps making fun of you for it). You can adapt the dialects 
after you get a handle on the basics and the grammar structure is largely the same, you'll mostly have to adjust to 
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sounds and vocabulary. This is the book to go to for MSA as a beginner, though. I'm using it for self study along with 
the companion workbook, which I personally highly recommend, I learned very quickly and most things are so well 
explained and laid out, it would be hard to get lost. I'm a grammar nut so this book's explanations were perfect. I really 
liked the reading challenges and the audio accompaniment. There were some times where they held your hand, but 
there were some times where they knew they could challenge you and they did, and I appreciate that.Almost all of the 
self-study students of Arabic I've spoken to have used and had success with the texts from these authors. They're 
practically a standard.When I was first starting to study and looking for books, I looked at many reviews for something 
to stick out. Trust me, this text sticks out. It's smart, well done, and very helpful.Good studies, all!0 of 0 people found 
the following review helpful. Great resource - ideal for self-startersBy WiseFeline99This book has been a useful 
launching pad in my independent study of Arabic. Having already learned the script and some basics, I can't say with 
precision how well the first few chapters are tailored for absolute fledglings, although from a pronunciation standpoint, 
very thorough and gradual. The layout has helped me solidify words and concepts through audio and vivid visual 
means. The content gets progressively more interesting and relevant, introducing a reasonable volume of vocabulary 
while building upon information from previous chapters for reinforcement, whereas other methods I've approached 
tend to overwhelm with content prematurely.My favorite aspect of this series are all the supplementary resources the 
authors have readily available on the website: pdfs, videos, flashcards, powerpoints. Word to the wise: some intensive 
drilling through flashcards (divided by 3-chapter units) before working through those same units in the book will 
accelerate your completion of the readings and exercises. This strategy has caused words to stick in my long-term 
memory and has made my learning experience more enjoyable and rewarding.0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. Overall not a bad study book (with 2 CDs) which is why I ...By NSBased on my prior experiences 
learning other languages I feel the practice sections here are not well thought out:Overall not a bad study book (with 2 
CDs) which is why I gave it 3 stars, however the major problem is that it refers throughout most chapters to the 
companion website, which is in fact very limited. And after you find it on their site you will still need to print out 
references, powerpoint presentations, transcripts, etc. - on which I should not be wasting my time and which should 
have been included in the book.So in reality if you want to practice more in each lesson before proceeding to the next 
one, you will need to purchase additional resources. I just had to purchase their Mastering Arabic 1 Activity Book in 
order to have enough practice and to be comfortable getting into the next unit. Not sure yet if there's any overlap and 
how one book enhances the knowledge learned in the other.

This hugely successful beginner's course offers modern, engaging Modern Standard Arabic lessons through lively 
dialogues, varied exercises and fascinating cultural insights. This is the only user-friendly, accessible beginner level 
course on the market accompanied by audio CDs with native Arabic speakers. It suits an incredibly diverse learner 
base--self-study, through community college and school, to university primer/first year course. Students can continue 
their learning with a workbook "Mastering Arabic 1 Activity Book" and the intermediate level course Mastering 
Arabic 2 with 2 Audio CDs.
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