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From ABC-CLIO : Material Culture in America: Understanding Everyday Life  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Material Culture in America: Understanding Everyday 
Life: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Good overview of the subject, useful referenceBy IMHO...Good 
general overview that covers a wide range, can be used as a source or reference book/encyclopedia for this topic area. 
The articles are well crafted and interesting to read in their own right, and as a compendium it gives a broad historical 
overview of material culture in America, including information on styles, designed objects, manufacturers and 
manufacturing techniques, and so on that have been prevalent throughout the decades. IF you're looking to learn more 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1576076474


about Barbies, Model T's, Art Deco...it's a great reference.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Useful and 
lively introductionBy Katherine C. GrierIt's too bad that this is an ABC-CLIO reference book with a big price-tag, for 
this is a useful and lively introduction to a wide range of interesting scholarship on American material culture. I 
recommend individual articles for use as a way to start undergraduates in the study of material culture, and the essay 
are a helpful quick study when I am working with both undergraduates and graduate students.

The first encyclopedia to look at the study of material culture (objects, images, spaces technology, production, and 
consumption), and what it reveals about historical and contemporary life in the United States. Nearly 200 entries 
tracing the history, production, consumption, and reception of various types of goods and exploring the uses and 
meanings of artifacts within changing social, cultural, economic, and political contexts A detailed introductory essay 
unites each entry with a common thread Contributions from over 50 scholars, curators, and teachers working in the 
field of material culture studies today, representing cutting-edge scholarship in museums and historical societies, 
universities and colleges Illustrations include advertisements, such as a 19th-century trade card and a Singer sewing 
machine ad, plus photographs of a 1949 "Torpedo pedal car" and a life-size modernist-style streamlined locomotive 
prototype by Raymond Loewy

"Highly recommended for college libraries and large public libraries." - Booklist"[T]his is a useful addition to 
undergraduate libraries, especially for the bibliographies." - Choice"Material Culture in America forms a foundation 
for the basic reference source in the field . . . provides material appropriate for introductory classes in the field." - 
Material CultureAbout the AuthorHelen Sheumaker, PhD, is associate professor of American studies and coordinator 
of museum education at the William Holmes McGuffey Museum at Miami University, Oxford, OH.Shirley Teresa 
Wajda, PhD, teaches in the Department of History at Kent State University, Kent, OH. She is also coordinator of the 
American studies program. 


