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Thomas A Russo : Mechanical Typewriters: Their History, Value, and Legacy before purchasing it in order to
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Mechanical Typewriters: Their History, Value, and

Legacy:

34 of 34 people found the following review helpful. A Great ResourceBy JK Thereis arelatively small community of
typewriter collectors, of whom | am one. Within this community there are subdivisions: those who collect the very
early machines, those who collect a particular brand, those who collect a particular type (e.g. portables, desk machines,
electrics). Because the typewriter was such acommon device in both homes and businesses for aimost all of the
twentieth century, and because they were produced in the millions, many have failed to appreciate the impact these
machines made on our society. The typewriter is the story of American ingenuity cometo life. While there were
foreign contributions to its development, the overwhelming percentage of patents and improvements were American.
The typewriter freed countless women from aliving of domestic servitude and allowed them to support themselvesin
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anewly-created occupation. It changed both the nature and tempo of American office work, where efficiency and
productivity were measurable.This book focuses on the earliest machines prior to World War |. As many know, the
early typewriter took many forms: some had the familiar typebars, while others used a rotating type wheel where
letters were pressed to paper one at atime, some allowed the paper to move past the type, and still others allowed the
paper to remain stationary while the typewriter moved! There were typewriters available for afew Dollars for the
occasional home use, while the most mechanical models were quite expensive.For the ‘outsider', this book is a detailed
and beautifully illustrated (in color) survey, by brand, of the available machines and their typesin these early years.
Many of these machines can still be found and purchased rather inexpensively, while the rarer machines are steadily
increasing in value. The machines covered here are not for those of us who like to actually type--most don't have the
standard keyboard we use today. These are machines for display.This book will remain a valuable resource on the
subject long after it has gone out of print. | would like to see afollowup on machines covering the period between the
Wars, when the industry as a whole continued development. Thisfield represents American ingenuity at its best, and is
alesson for al of usinthisregard.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Excellent resource, very
entertaining tooBy Mark AdamsAnyone building asmall library of typewriter books should add this one. It coversa
lot of ground beautifully -- it's loaded with photos -- and it offers alot of unique information, information not readily
found elsewhere. This oneison my shelf.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy
WinterOnTheMountainThis book has lots of pictures and good descriptions of typewriters. It's more of a coffee table
book.

A fascinating and scholarly look at the machines that revolutionized office communication from the nineteenth and
twentieth centuries. Nearly 700 color photographs display mechanical typewriters produced by Adler(TM),
American(TM), Corona(TM), Grundka(TM), Hall(TM), Monarch(TM), Remington(TM), Royal (TM), Smith
Corona(TM), and many others. An overview of the historical development of the typewriter includes patents and brief
histories of the manufacturers. Additionally, a detailed bibliography, index, and current market values in the captions
are also provided. Set designers, historians, and typewriter collectors will learn how technical developments changed
the designs through the decades.

About the AuthorThomas A. Russo has been collecting mechanical typewriters for many years. Thisis histhird book,
anatural extension of his 45-year career in the business equipment and systems industry.



