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Karen C. Pinto : Medieval Islamic Maps: An Exploration  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Medieval Islamic Maps: An Exploration: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Ms Pinto has created the most up-to-date, comprehensive analysis 
...By Jim SieboldMs Pinto has created the most up-to-date, comprehensive analysis of Islamic medieval maps, a very 
interesting, well-researched treatment of this much-neglected topic.

Hundreds of exceptional cartographic images are scattered throughout medieval and early modern Arabic, Persian, and 
Turkish manuscript collections. The plethora of copies created around the Islamic world over the course of eight 
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centuries testifies to the enduring importance of these medieval visions for the Muslim cartographic imagination. With 
Medieval Islamic Maps, historian Karen C. Pinto brings us the first in-depth exploration of medieval Islamic 
cartography from the mid-tenth to the nineteenth century. Pinto focuses on the distinct tradition of maps known 
collectively as the Book of Roads and Kingdoms (Kitab al-Masalik wa al-Mamalik, or KMMS), examining them from 
three distinct anglesiconography, context, and patronage. She untangles the history of the KMMS maps, traces their 
inception and evolution, and analyzes them to reveal the identities of their creators, painters, and patrons, as well as 
the vivid realities of the social and physical world they depicted. In doing so, Pinto develops innovative techniques for 
approaching the visual record of Islamic history, explores how medieval Muslims perceived themselves and their 
world, and brings Middle Eastern maps into the forefront of the study of the history of cartography. 

"Through excellent research in multilingual (Arabic, Persian, and Turkish) primary and secondary resources, Pinto 
provides a significantly original, detailed, and compelling in-depth assessment of medieval Islamic cartography from 
the mid-10th to the 19th century.The author focuses on a ninth-century tradition of maps known collectively as 
theKitab al-Masalik wa al-Mamalik,orBook of Roads and Kingdoms,by the Persian geographer Ibn Khordadbeh, and 
Greek history (notably Ptolemy) from the perspectives of iconography, context, and patronage.In 13 chapters 
augmented by 150 superb (mostly color) illustrations, 741 scholarly notes, and 686 bibliographic references, she 
examines these Muslim maps as documents of political and cultural history from a broad humanities context and 
demonstrates the intersection with Western cartography. Tracing the inception and evolution of these maps, Pinto 
analyzes them to uncover the identities of their creators, painters, and patrons. Incredibly valuable for research in 
cartography, historiography, and Islamic studies.This unique compendium is a 'must acquisition for scholars and major 
libraries. Essential." 


