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Merriam-Webster : Merriam-Webster's Concise Dictionary of English Usage  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Merriam-Webster's Concise Dictionary of English 
Usage: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. DEEP EXPLANATION OF ENGLISHBy Joseph M.IT GOES 
DEEP INTO THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE.I WOULD RECOMMEND THIS BOOK TO A STUDENT WHO 
PLANS ON TEACHING ENGLISH LATER.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Every writer needs 
this bookBy iBethThis books is a wonderful reference book for all of those rules you might hear. When should you say 
"further" vs. "farther"? Is it ever ok to split an infinitive? And is it really true that "cakes are done; people are 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0877796335


finished"? This book gives the history of these rules and explains whether good writers ever follow the rule. (You'd be 
surprised how many rules are completely specious.)1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Language 
ChangesBy PlatoEver get irritated over shifting locutions and their increasing acceptability, from "ain't" to "in regards 
to"? This tome might soothe your soul. It is not a dictionary of "correct usage" but an insightful, historical accounting 
of how we speak and how our speech patterns and favored locutions change over time. Language ain't what it used to 
be. But, of course, it never was. This concise version of the larger work is helpful enough, unless you are a linguist or 
particularly obsessive in regards to (sic!) certain abuses of linguistic traditions.

"A handy guide to problems of confused or disputed usage based on the critically acclaimed Merriam-Webster's 
Dictionary of English Usage. Over 2,000 entries explain the background and basis of usage controversies and offer 
expert advice and recommendations."


