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New Second Edition, hardcover: 

13 of 13 people found the following review helpful. The World of ThingsBy Duane W. ClevelandWhat is it, daddy? 
What is it for, mommy? These two primary questions, or some semblance of these questions have probably been asked 
millions of times by millions of children about millions of things in our world, and form an ever-expanding nexus of 
knowledge, ideas, and associations that fans out well into adulthood. Adults still ask these same basic questions that 
they did as children about the identity of things and the function of things around them, albeit in a more sophisticated, 
complex fashion perhaps, but the goal is essentially the same--to better understand the visual world of the thousands 
and thousands of things that surround them. We seem to never tire of asking those fundamental questions of what 
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something is and what something does.This superb, highly-organized, detailed reference book brings the best of two 
worlds together--the visual, concrete, pictorial world of the sights, colors, shapes, and images that inhabit our physical 
world, and the more abstract world of words and language that shape and define our mental world that houses our 
thoughts and ideas. The text, explanations, definitions, and descriptions in conjunction with the pictures, drawings, 
diagrams, and illustrations create an interesting and informative learning tool that enriches and enlivens the world of 
things.11 of 11 people found the following review helpful. great toolBy Bunnik MThis book earned 5 stars because the 
quality of the information and the presentation of the material exceeded my expectations. I had looked through the 
book briefly at a book store before making the purchase, so I was aware of what it consisted of. However, I was still 
surprised by how conclusive and detailed the book is.The artwork in the book is clear and detailed. The book is quite 
hefty, but you should be able to take it with you just about anywhere. It could fit easily into a backpack without feeling 
awkward.I would recommend this book to anyone who loves words and their meanings and has a mind for minutiae.0 
of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great for people who love knowledgeBy DLThis is a great book either 
for an adult or for a kid who likes to learn. Items in the book are very well illustrated and are separated by topic. The 
images used are then labeled and broken down with definitions given for each of the parts. This book is a lot of fun. 
My only suggestion is that if you are in need of an actual dictionary, I would recommend just getting one, as this book 
can be challenging to find the word you might be looking for, plus, it does not seem to have many difficult words.

"A wonder to behold," says Publishers Weekly about this new second edition of Merriam-Webster's Visual Dictionary. 
This book is an essential reference tool for any visual learner, curious kid, or student new to English. With 2,000 new 
and updated illustrations, including many from the fields of technology, medical equipment, and energy, it 
incorporates 25,000 terms and their definitions into 8,000 full-color illustrations. An index in the back helps learners 
locate information quickly. The book is divided into 18 chapters and 115 themes including a wide variety of fields 
like: astronomy, plants, food and kitchen, clothing, architecture, transportation and machinery, energy, society, sports 
and games. It is a perfect book for work, school, self-study, research or simple browsing.

From BooklistWhat is the difference between a briolette-cut diamond and a pear-shaped one? Where are cuts of meat 
found on a cow? What comprises a horses hoof? All of these questions and so many more can be answered in this 
newly updated visual dictionary. Approximately 25,000 terms are divided up into color-coordinated sections, with 
8,000 full-color illustrations. An index in the back helps to locate information, since the entries are not in alphabetical 
order. A great addition to a reference section, this book will find patrons and librarians alike using it for quick, 
colorful, and interesting reference. --Erin Linsenmeyer Merriam-Webster's Visual Dictionary: Second EditionUnder 
the direction of Jean-Claude Corbeil. Merriam Webster, $39.95 (1112p) ISBN 978-0-87779-151-5Not since Saussure 
have signifier and signified been so happily in cahoots. Adding to the 2006 edition "more than 2,000 new and updated 
illustrations," the latest iteration of Merriam-Webster's Visual Dictionary is a wonder to behold. Divided into 18 
"themes " including astronomy, clothing, society, earth, and animals this reference volume offers crisp, clear 
illustrations for each of its entries (and component parts), enabling readers to envisage cutaways of detail-intensive 
things like jet engines, toilets, synagogues, and honeybees, as well as more abstract topics, such as painting 
techniques, museums, and musical notation. While spatial limitations dictate the guide be less than exhaustive 
(furniture gets just a handful of pages), Corbeil and company do a remarkable job in terms of breadth and editing, 
interweaving bar code readers and URLs, as well as a quick study of roofs and a litany of coffee makers all without 
overwhelming readers or leaving them feeling cheated. Visual learners, curious kids, and those new to English will 
likely get the most out of the book, but even the curmudgeonliest know-it-all will be mesmerized by this engaging and 
informative work. Illus. (Oct.) ed on: 09/17/2012 --Publishers Weekly 2012About the AuthorSince 1937. Merriam-
Webster is America's foremost publisher of language-related reference works. The company publishes a diverse array 
of print and electronic products, including Merriam-Webster's Collegiate(tm) Dictionary, Eleventh Edition - America's 
best-selling desk dictionary - and Webster's Third New International Dictionary, Unabridged. Merriam-Webster can be 
considered the direct lexicographical heir of Noah Webster. In 1843, the company bought the rights to the 1841 edition 
of Webster's magnum opus, An American Dictionary of the English Language, Corrected and Enlarged. At the same 
time, they secured the rights to create revised editions of the work. Since that time, Merriam-Webster editors have 
carried forward Noah Webster's work, creating some of the most widely used and respected dictionaries and reference 
books in the world. 


