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From Brand: VisibleInk Press: MetaphorsDictionary before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it
would be worth my time, and all praised Metaphors Dictionary:

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. A Nice PrimerBy ERIC, WIThe dynamics of metaphorsis that you
can create your own, beit for plays, poetry, prose et al. But often times, like everything in life, there will be moments
you come up blank. Thisis where the metaphor dictionary can be of some service.lt has simple presentation, broad
subject headings arranged "Thematic categories” al in an alphabetical sequence from A-Z. Examples: Under the broad
heading ANCESTRY/ANCESTORS you have a subheading referring you to FAMILIES/IFAMILY
RELATIONSHIPS;HISTORY . Now below this are a series of metaphors that are correlated to the subject matter.
Example- "To forget one's ancestors is to be a brook without a source, a tree without a root."Below this another
example - "Giving an account of as many of our ancestors as can be gathered out of rubbish of antiquity, which has
been carefully sifted for that purpose.”And so it goes on and on, from topics like HUMOR to Power to TREACHERY
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it sites metaphors one can make use of or better yet (which to meis the most important)spark off some insight that
leads you to creating your own metaphors.| noticed some disparaging reviews that say it's metaphors that have been
flogged to death. Y es, you might see familar ones but that should not discountenance the fact that there are equally
those that are not that redundant.Like | said earlier, it can help serve as atemplate or source for inspiring you in
creatively setting off your own metaphors.It's a useful tool.4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Needed
for a ClassBy Jane AnnThis book came in handy for aclassthat | was taking. The information | needed was all right
there rather than me having to look through numerous books and search the internet. | have limited time to study so for
me, this book was great.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. EXCELLENT REFERENCE FOR
METAPHORSBY Lolital bought this to enhance my own writing by familiarizing myself with what has gone before.
In my own writing, | can never use what | learned from this dictionary, but | am at liberty to riff off of anything that |
read and that's where the book's value comesin. | also have my own separate collection of metaphors and similes that |
have created as a springboard for writing ideas..

Rates a recommendation to lovers of language. William Safire, New Y ork Times. A masterful metaphor, like a picture,
may be worth athousand words. By comparing two unlike objects or ideas, it illuminates the similarities between
them, accomplishing in aword or phrase what could otherwise be expressed only in many words, if at all. Metaphors
Dictionary is an expansive collection of 6,500 colorful classic and contemporary comparative phrases (with full
annotations and a complete bibliography of sources). The Metaphors Dictionary revisits most of the great and
respected names in the annals of cultural literacy while dipping into current literature and media sources. And now
available for the first timein hard cover, its bound for heavy duty at a price thats hard to beat.

From BooklistIn the words of Christopher Fry, "There's not adevil / In the length of the land could pick such a posy of
words/ And not swoon smelling it." These words appear under the subject heading Language and serve as an apt
description of Metaphors Dictionary. The editors bring unique qualifications to the volume: Sommer compiled the
Similes Dictionary (Gale, 1988), and Weissis aretired English teacher. Intended for browsing, as "inspiration for
writers and speakers," for the enhancement of the understanding and appreciation of metaphor, and as a quotation
finder, the work meets the compilers stated goals. More than 6,500 metaphors under 600 subject headings make this
the most comprehensive work of its kind.An informative introduction discusses types of metaphor: mixed, extended,
personification, allusion, metonymy, and antonomasia. A brief bibliography for further reading on these topics
follows. A table of subject headings serves as an outline of contents. Subjects range from such abstract ideas as
Abandonment, Enthusiasm, and Guilt to the concrete: Rainbows, Pets, and Diaries. Entries are arranged al phabetically
by subject and then by author. Brief annotations that include background information, variants, or related metaphors
accompany many entries. The source is given for most metaphors. The metaphors are from all periods of history,
Homer to Bill Clinton, and represent the words of poets, speech writers, journalists, scientists, philosophers, business
people, actors, and "just plain folks." There are author-speaker and subject indexes, alist of one-or two-word
"common" metaphors, and a section of 600 metaphors from Shakespeare. A lengthy bibliography lists the works from
which the authors chose the metaphors. Literary and classical metaphors predominate; many others are from
newspapers and speeches.Future editions would benefit from aword index such as those found in quotation
dictionaries, which would make the location of specific quotations much easier. Metaphors Dictionary is a valuable
addition to reference works on words. A complementary dictionary of familiar metaphors with unknown originsis

L oose Cannons Red Herrings: A Book of Lost Metaphors (Norton, 1988), with no attributions but useful explanations
of derivation. Libraries will also want to collect specialized metaphor dictionaries such as Robert Palmatier's Sports
Tak: A Dictionary of Sports Metaphors (Greenwood, 1989) and his Speaking of Animals: A Dictionary of Animal
Metaphors (Greenwood, 1995).It took awhile, but Random House has finally produced an electronic version of its
unabridged dictionary of which it can bejustifiably proud. When first reviewed by the Board [RBB F 1 94], it was
criticized as having several indexing errors, a buggy Anagram search, and slow retrieval time.Version 1.7 fixes most
of these problems and adds a new feature, audio pronunciations, though it has higher hardware requirements than its
predecessors. Minimum requirements are at least an 80386 IBM or compatible PC, 2MB of RAM, a hard drive with at
least 1.5MB free, MS-DOS version 3.1 or later, Windows version 3.1, and a Windows-compatible sound card with
speakers to access the pronunciations. Whereas previous versions included DOS, Windows, and Macintosh software
on one CD, the current version runs only through Windows. The program may be invoked by clicking the proper
program group or viaa "hot key" combination within another Windows-based word processing program. With
WordPerfect for Windows 6.0, the dictionary is automatically installed as an option in the Tools pull-down menu. Like
previous versions, there is no direct printing capability--an entry must be pasted into a word processor. Unlike
previous versions, an eight-page manual isincluded in the jewel case rather than merely in a READ.ME file.Although
the basic ways of retrieving entries remain the samein this new version, the retrieval time, particularly for Boolean
searches, is much quicker. Furthermore, Def Search now allows the use of wildcards, which is a noteworthy
enhancement. In addition to the standard Boolean operators that were allowed before, Def Search also hasaMore



Options button, which alows one to limit a search to within a single definition of an entry or limit a search within a
certain range of words. There are also boxes to check to specify case sensitivity, limit a search only to definitions with
illustrations, and to turn Exact Match on or off; turning it off will include inflected forms of aword in a search.
Finally, all words searched with DefSearch are highlighted in the entry, making the selected words easier to spot.Other
major enhancements include more than 115,000 spoken pronunciations and more than 2,200 line drawings. This
makes Random House far and away the superior CD-ROM dictionary in number of pronunciations--surpassing the
80,000 in The American Heritage Dictionary in Microsoft Bookshelf '94 [RBB O 1 94]. Words with pronunciation
available are shown with a speaker icon. A particularly nicetouch isthat often first names as well as the last names of
individuals are pronounced. Thus, such names as Horthy, Miklo{} s von Nagyba{ } nya are pronounced in their
entirety--unlike Bookshelf '94, which has pronunciations for only the last names. The illustrations included precisely
match the line drawings that appear in the print version of the work and are noted by a cameraicon.Problems noted in
the previous review have been corrected, including the Anagram search and inconsistency in retrieving words that
appear as synonyms within entries. In fact, afew surprisesin retrieval capability were discovered. Although aHelp
screen specifies that one cannot search the etymol ogies with DefSearch, actual sample searches suggest otherwise. An
undocumented feature is that phrases may be searched by including the phrase within quotation marks. With this
capability, users may search idioms by exact wording.Indeed, this dictionary is everything it should have been the first
time it was released. Theretrieval capabilities are more than adequate for most users, and the number of spoken
pronunciations is unexcelled. However, we strongly urge Random House to consider replacing the heavily promoted
previous versions with the newest version--or at least provide version 1.7 to libraries for a moderate upgrade fee. With
this version, users should not be disappointed. Highly recommended. " Rates a recommendation to lovers of language.”
William Safire, New Y ork Times'The most comprehensive work of itskind. A valuable addition to reference works
on words." Booklist"A good heavy book holds you down. It's an anchor that keeps you from getting up and having
another gin and tonic." Roy Blount metaphor, Page 47



