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Frank R Smith, Ruth E Smith : Miniature Lamps  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Miniature Lamps: 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. InterestingBy Gregory A LagerstamI do enjoy this book. There is a 
lot of information in it BUT it does come up short on one thing: values of lamps. I know it is not really possible to but 
a value on these lamps (especially considering the age of the book) but that is exactly why I had purchased it. Many 
many lamps listed do not have any information about them except a picture and a general description (which isn't 
needed because there is a picture). It mostly does not include any useful information such as the company who made 
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it, age, or anything re searchable. I always find it interesting that antique dealers will quote the page number that a 
similar lamp is listed in this book and ask a high price. So what. All it tells me is that they exist, at least two, one in the 
book and one they are selling. Sometimes this book will mention when they were originally sold and for what price.2 
of 2 people found the following review helpful. A good reference point.By Charles BGood written introduction about 
miniature lamps and their history. Lots of photos of different lamps. Wish the book gave more information as to the 
manufacturer of each lamp like the lamp books on the larger oil lamps.0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. Miniature Kerosene LampsBy SharonFantastic book for those collecting miniature kerosene lamps. The only 
thing better would be a new one but I believe one of the authors passed away.

Miniature oil and kerosene lamps, some as diminutive as 2 1/2 inches high, are direct descendants of prehistoric lamps 
using animal fat and other oils. Since the miniatures which have been preserved are so small that they cannot have 
provided adequate reading light, their intended function remains somewhat obscure. Miniature lamps might have 
found uses in sickrooms, for dispelling a child's "bogeyman," or as parlor courting lamps making a suitable 
compromise between the requirements of propriety and romantic aura.


