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Wilson Follett : Modern American Usage: A Guide before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be
worth my time, and all praised Modern American Usage: A Guide:

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. One of the great booksBy Craig Carlson"Modern American Usage"
ought be required reading in college. And by that | mean it ought to be read as a book, from cover to cover. It's quite
insightful and entertaining.Are there mistakes as some reviewers have pointed out? Y es. But let's not throw the baby
out with the bathwater. It till stands as the standard reference for usage of English spoken in America.10 of 11 people


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0809069512

found the following review helpful. Follett's Guide to UsageBy David DunlapAs one who thinks it necessary to own
every major English usage manual from Fowler on, | here state the firm opinion that Follett is the best of the
reasonably contemporary examples and second only to Fowler. Follett is more erudite, more complete (not more
comprehensive, | grant), and more analytical than the rest. (Y es, Bryan, this means you). For example, compare his
treatment of the indefensible "in terms of " to any other.Someone speaks here of "disagreeing" with Follett's remarks
on prescriptivism. Well, if you're not a prescriptivist then you oughtn't be reading usage manuals, and if you are one
yet still disagree, you'd better find arguments more persuasive than his.Another critic says Follett isn't terribly useful
as aquickhow-to guide. Well, true, but the genuine articles never are.1 of 2 people found the following review helpful.
Somewhat prescriptivist but useful reasoning.By kaf 3A classic referenced by most newer writers. Somewhat
prescriptivist but useful reasoning.

A classic sinceitsfirst edition in 1966, Modern American Usage has been called a book that every literate American
ought to read. Now fully revised and brought up-to-date, this one-volume course in good writing brims with helpful
answerslarge and smallfor readers who want to use English clearly, naturally, and correctly.Alphabetical for easy
consulting (and full of cross-references), the book carries the reader to the entry that explains a troublesome word or
phraseand shows how to use or avoid it. Every page offers natural waysto avoid saying or writing the vague, the long-
winded, the needlessly technical, and the hopelessly stale. With verve and eloquence, Erik Wensberg spears the empty
words that clog clear thoughtimpact, frustrated, basically, and many moreand offers us good English words that are
definite and have more life. Offering standards by which to judge language now and in the future, Modern American
Usage takes account of a generation of changes in American idiom and of attempts to reform the use of pronouns,
titles, and phrases to fit shifting ideals of social justice. All thisit does with easy learning and with sympathy alike for
the experienced writer and for those who come new to American English.

Nobody has discussed these matters with greater lucidity and concision (another linguistic virtue) than Wilson
Follett.... Y ou cannot read Modern American Usage in one or two sittings: Thisis a handbook to be perused for
pleasure as well asinstruction afew pages at atime, to be savored for its common sense and its many fine positive and
negative examples. And, of course, to be consulted as the need arises. -- The Wall Street Journal, John Simon About
the AuthorErik Wensberg has worked as an editor at Esquire and The New Y ork Times Book , and has taught
nonfiction writing at Columbia University.



