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Emily Toth : Ms. Mentor's New and Ever More Impeccable Advice for Women and Men in Academia  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Ms. Mentor's New and Ever 
More Impeccable Advice for Women and Men in Academia: 

6 of 8 people found the following review helpful. Good general read for beginning academicsBy L. B. MASONI 
enjoyed this book, as a new faculty member who is often faced with office issues, I was pleased to see the frank advice 
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of Ms. Toth in a book format as I usually gobble up her Chronicle articles.2 of 4 people found the following review 
helpful. She's been there and done it all :-)By graphicsfanMs. Mentor has been sharing practical, realistic advice about 
navigating the perilous waters of academe since the 1980s and doing so with humor and style. A must-read for 
aspiring scholars, professors bucking for tenure or promotion as well as those counting the number of lectures left until 
retirement.2 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Highly recommended!By NanaThis is the most hilarious 
yet super informative guidebook for academics! Since I am in academics, I can relate so much to so many episodes in 
here. Originally, this book was highly recommended by one of my colleagues, and now I can recommend it to any 
newbie in academics.

Ms. Mentor, that uniquely brilliant and irascible intellectual, is your all-knowing guide through the jungle that is 
academia today. In the last decade Ms. Mentor's mailbox has been filled to overflowing with thousands of plaintive 
epistles, rants, and gossipy screeds. A mere fraction has appeared in her celebrated monthly online and print QA 
columns for the Chronicle of Higher Education; her readers' colorful and rebellious ripostes have gone 
unpublisheduntil now.Hearing the call for a follow-up to the wildly successful Ms. Mentor's Impeccable Advice for 
Women in Academia, Ms. Mentor now broadens her counsel to include academics of the male variety. Ms. Mentor 
knows all about foraging for jobs, about graduate school stars and serfs, and about mentors and underminers, 
backbiters and whiners. She answers burning questions: Am I too old, too working class, too perfect, too blonde? 
When should I reproduce? When do I speak up, laugh, and spill the secrets I've gathered? Do I really have to erase my 
own blackboard? Does academic sex have to be reptilian?From the ivory tower that affords her an unparalleled view 
of the academic landscape, Ms. Mentor dispenses her perfect wisdom to the huddled masses of professorial newbies, 
hardbitten oldies, and anxious midcareerists. She gives etiquette lessons to academic couples and the tough-talking 
low-down on adjunct positions. She tells you what to wear, how to make yourself popular, and how to decode 
academic language.She introduces you to characters you must know: Professor Pelvic, Dr. Iron Fist, Mr. Upstart 
Whelp, Dean Titan, Professor McShameless.In this volume Ms. Mentor once again shares her wide-ranging 
unexpurgated wisdom, giving tips on bizarre writing rituals, tenure diaries, and time management (Exploding Head 
Syndrome). She decodes department meetings and teaches you the tricks for getting stellar teaching evaluations.Raw, 
shocking, precise, clever, absurdMs. Mentor has it all.

"Part Emily Post, part Dame Edna, Ms. Mentor continues to dispense wicked truths in her trademark style. Tucking 
her professional advice into very funny and frequently appalling stories (I believe every one), she sends encouraging 
word from the only ivory tower left standing."William Germano, The Cooper Union"At last, Ms. Mentor Unplugged, 
Uncensored, and Unrepentant! This is a great and clear-headed read for junior academics trying to find their way to 
success through the thicket of professional obfuscation and a good reminder to senior people about just how confusing 
academe is to the uninitiated."Cathy Davidson, Duke University"The book is bursting with questions that bring on a 
knowing nod, and the sly Ms Mentor has a lot of cheeky answers, delivered with perfect look-down-her-nose-and-
smirk sarcasm."Times Higher Education Supplement"The divine Ms. M. is back, with realistic and witty advice about 
life in academia. Required reading."Elaine Showalter, Princeton UniversityAbout the AuthorMs. Mentor receives all 
her mail via Emily Toth, Professor of English and Women's Studies at Louisiana State University. Toth is the author 
of Inside Peyton Place: The Life of Grace Metalious and Unveiling Kate Chopin, and Ms. Mentor's Impeccable 
Advice for Women in Academia, also available from the University of Pennsylvania Press. 


