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From Smithsonian Books: Museums and Communities: The Politics of Public Culture before purchasingitin
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised Museums and Communities: The Palitics of

Public Culture;

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Excellent Gem of a bookBy Doris AshExcellent Gem of a
bookWritten in 92 but very relevant to us now--the theory is forward thinking--and moves us from older stodgy ideas
to newways of working with/in community1 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Good essaysBy AKMI


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=156098189X

had to buy this book for a graduate museum studies course but it was well worthit. | still have the book. Although
some essays are outdated, it isagood look at issuesin museums.

Contributors to this volume examine and illustrate struggles and collaborations among museums, festivals, tourism,
and historic preservation projects and the communities they represent and serve. Essays include the role of museumsin
civil society, the history of African-American collections, and experiments with museum-community dial ogue about
the design of amulticultural society.

From Library Journal This companion volume to Exhibiting Culture (Smithsonian Pr., 1991) contains a series of essays
that illustrate both the struggles and the collaborations between museums and the communities they aim to serve.
Despite the essay format, common themes emerge. As America makes the transition from an industrial age to an
information age, museums must review and revamp philosophy, mission, practices, and services; attempt to reconcile
frequently incompatible aims; and alter programming to accommodate more diverse constituencies. In this context,
forming a strong communicative circle linking exhibits and viewersis seen as vital to restoring wholeness to our
pluralistic cultural arena. The range of voices heard to great effect in the preceding book continue to speak out here.
Strongly recommended.- Vicki Gadberry, Harris Media Ctr., Mars Hill Coll., N.C.Copyright 1992 Reed Business
Information, Inc. This companion volume to Exhibiting Cultures contains a series of essays that illustrate both the
struggles and the collaborations between museums and the communities they aim to serve. . . . The range of voices
heard to great effect in the preceding book continue to speak out here. Strongly recommended.Library Journal[ The
editors] present arich variety of thought-provoking ideas about the condition and possibilities of museums. The book
challenges museum specialists to reassess their practices to ensure the relevance of museumsin a changing world and
offers valuable case studies of the kinds of problems and successes involved in making such changes.Journal of
American HistoryWith avariety of case studies and perspectives in the spirit of interdisciplinary study, Museums and
Communitiesis a provocative and fascinating collection, at once profound and concrete.American Book About the
Authorlvan Karp is National Endowment for the Humanities Professor of Liberal Artsat Emory University and
director of the Center for the Study of Public Scholarship.Christine Mullen Kreamer is an art historian working in
Vietnam and an exhibit developer for the African Voices project at the Smithsonian's National Museum of Natural
History.Steven D. Lavineis the president of the California Institute of the Arts.



